Chapter 1

Medical Sociology

Learning Objectives

1. Explain how social factors are important for health. 
2. Compare the dual nature (applied and theoretical) of medical sociology. 
3. Account for the emergence of new infectious diseases.
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New to this Edition
· Coverage of MERS and updates on other pandemics 
· 
Chapter Summary

Throughout history, human beings have been interested in and deeply concerned with the effects of the social environment on the health of individuals and the groups to which they belong. Today, it is clear that social factors play a critically important role in health, as the greatest threats to the health and well-being of individuals stem largely from unhealthy lifestyles, high-risk behavior, and disadvantaged living conditions. Sociology’s interest in medicine as a unique system of human social behavior and medicine’s recognition that sociology can help health practitioners to better understand their patients and provide improved forms of health care have begun to bring about a convergence of the mutual interests of the two disciplines. More and more, medical sociologists are being invited to join the staffs of medical institutions and to participate in medical research projects. Medical sociology courses and degrees are now more frequently offered by universities and colleges. The extensive growth of sociological literature in academic medicine is further evidence of the rising status of the medical sociologist. Although a considerable amount of work remains to be done, the medical sociologist at this time is in the enviable position of participating in and influencing the development of an exciting, significant, and relatively new field.



































Discussion Questions
1. What is medical sociology and its history? Why is it important?
2. List the infectious diseases that have reemerged.  How were the pathogens able to emerge and spread?
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